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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended) A method for producing protein-coated polystyrene 
microparticles comprising the steps of: 

(a) combining a suspension of uncoated microparticles with a protein, the 
protein being a partner of a bioaffinity binding pair and having a size from 
10 nm to 300 nm, th e combination comprising a buff e r and having a pH of 
10.5 to 12.5, 

(b) incubating adjusting the pH of the combination from (a) to 10.5 to 12.5 and 
incubating the combination for a period of time whereby the protein is 
coated onto the microparticles by adsorption, and 

(c) separating the non-adsorbed protein from the protein-coated microparticles. 

2. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the protein has been 
polymerized by chemical treatment. 

3. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the protein is a streptavidin 
which has been polymerized by chemical treatment. 

4. (cancelled) 

5. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the microparticles have a magnetizable 
core. 

6. (cancelled) 

7. (cancelled) 

8. (cancelled) 



-2- 



Serial No. 10/774,325 



Attorney docket: 20954 US 



AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS 

Please amend the drawings according to the replacement sheets included 
herewith. 
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